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School Aims and Implementation
Harriet House School aims to provide children the opportunity to develop towards their full potential; academically, emotionally and socially:
· Providing the highest standard of education to enable children to acquire the skills, knowledge and concepts relevant to their future.
· Promoting an ethos of care, mutual respect and support, where effort is valued and success celebrated.
· Enabling children to become active, responsible and caring members of the school and wider community.
The school works towards these aims by:
· Promoting high quality learning and attainment.
· Providing a high quality learning entitlement and environment.
· Promoting the Harriet House Core Values to enable the children to value themselves and each other; the core values are:
· We take responsibility for our actions and always make sure we do the right thing.
· We show honesty and always make sure we are truthful and fair.
· We show aspiration and always have a positive attitude about what we can all achieve.
· We show respect and always have a regard for ourselves and other people’s feelings, wishes and rights.
· We show compassion towards others and always make sure we try to understand and support others.
· Promoting an effective partnership with parents and the wider community.

A. Computing Policy Introduction
· The use of Information and Communication Technology (Computing) is an integral part of the National Curriculum and is a key skill for everyday life. 
· Computers, programmable robots, data loggers, digital and video cameras and tape recorders can be used to acquire, organise, store manipulate, interpret, communicate and present information. 
· As such, Harriet House School recognises that its pupils are entitled to a structured and progressive approach to the learning of the skills needed to enable them to use quality hardware and software effectively.
· The purpose of the Computing Policy is to state how the School enables such provision.

B. Aims
1. General
At Harriet House School we aim to ensure that all our learners develop their technological skills and make use of technology effectively and safely. We aspire to be an effective and efficient school with technologically competent staff and learners.
2. School Staff
· To provide a. engaging, meaningful and exciting curriculum for Computing for all children
· To meet the requirements of the National Curriculum 2015.
· To embed the use of Computing in teaching practice in order to enhance learning throughout the curriculum
· To integrate and adapt to new developments in technology in teaching where it is beneficial to do so.
· To provide professional development to all staff members to enable them to meet the expectations of the school and their own aspirations.
· To use Computing for planning and assessment where appropriate.
3. Children
To develop Computing capability in finding, selecting and using information
To use Computing for effective and appropriate communication
To monitor and control evens both real and imaginary
To apply hardware and software to creative and appropriate uses of information
To apply their Computing skills and knowledge to their learning in other areas
To use their Computing skills to develop their language and communication skills
To explore their attitudes towards Computing and its value to them and society in general e.g. to learn about issues of security, confidentiality and accuracy.
To use the knowledge and understanding taught to create programs, systems and a range of content.
4. Parents and Carers
· To be understanding and supportive of our aims in learning and teaching Computing.
· To support their children with Computing related homework activities.
· To praise their children for the good things that they do in Computing.
· To communicate and work with the school whenever further support is needed to develop their children’s computing skills and understanding.
· To use Computing as a way of improving links between school and home life through the school website.

C. Implementation of the Computing Policy
1. FS organisation
Computing is taught in reception discretely as an integral part of the Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum covered during the year. 
As the Reception class is part of the Early Years Foundation Stage of the National Curriculum, we relate the Computing aspects of the children’s work to the objectives set out in the Early Learning Goals (ELGs), which underpin the curriculum planning for children aged three to five. 
The children have the opportunity to use the computers, interactive whiteboard, control hardware and a digital camera. During the year they gain confidence and start using the computer to find information and use it to communicate in a variety of ways.
2. KS1 organisation
· In Years 1 and 2 lessons, children are taught Computing. 
· The children are taught discrete Computing lesson through the PPA cover arrangements. 
· This is differentiated and adapted to meet their needs with links made to other curriculum areas as appropriate. 
· The interactive whiteboards in each classroom are used to enrich all teaching, pupil interface and AfL.

3. Planning formats
· Teachers have access to the ITASS Scheme of Work plans and resources and adapt these to meet the needs of the children in their class. 
· Cross curricular Computing use is encouraged in all curriculum areas, with an array of hardware and software to facilitate this. 
· The Internet is used to significantly support Computing themes. Children learn research skills to help them use search engines effectively to find out additional information about the areas of study.
4. Resources
· Computing resources are evaluated on a termly basis.
· Any purchases of new equipment are made through The Headmistress to ensure products are fit for purpose and provide the best value for money. 
5. Parents
· The Harriet House School website is regularly updated to enable parents to be well informed of the latest news and events at school. 
· The website provides an invaluable link between home and school life by advising parents of school services that are available as well as signposting parents so that they are aware of services available in the local community.

D. The Computing Lesson: Good Practice
· Lessons must be an effective balance between whole class work and independent / paired work that enables all learners to make progress in the lesson. 
· The overall structure of most lessons will be the same and consist of an introduction that shares the learning objective, success criteria and key vocabulary with the class, a main teaching activity and a plenary. 
· At the end of each topic, the children will have an opportunity to apply their skills and knowledge and assess their leaning.

E. Assessment, Record Keeping and Reporting
· Children’s standards and achievements in Computing are assessed in line with the School’s Assessment Policy. Assessment in Computing for years 1-2
1. On-going Assessment for Learning (AfL) practices within class and group sessions, including the sharing of and reference being made to Learning Objective and Success Criteria and self and peer assessments of understanding, outcomes and progress;
2. Work sampling and evidence gathering to show children’s capability with various Computing software and equipment.
3. Informal assessment of Independent Tasks at the end of each unit of work.
· Children’s standards and achievements in Computing in the Foundation Stage are assessed in line with the School’s Foundation Stage Policy. Assessment in Foundation Stage includes both on-going assessment and marking of children’s work as noted above but at an age appropriate level. The Foundation Stage Profile is used to assess children throughout and at the end of the academic year.
· Assessment information for Computing; both standards and achievements, are shared with parents at Teacher Consultation Meetings. Computing is reported on at the end of the academic year in each child’s School Report; which includes information about the next steps for learning in the subject.

F. Inclusion
· Inclusion is about every child having educational needs that are special and the School meeting these diverse needs in order to ensure the active participation and progress of all children in their learning.
· Successful inclusive provision at Harriet House is seen as the responsibility of the whole school community, permeating all aspects of school life and applicable to all our pupils. It is in this way that we will turn the rhetoric into reality.
· Inclusive practice in Computing should enable all children to achieve the best possible standard; whatever their ability, gender, ethnic, social or cultural background, home language or any other aspect that could affect their participation in, or progress in their learning.
· There are a number of specific software programmes that are used to support children with particular SEN issues; such as Clicker 6 that is used to support writing and individual iPads for children ASD.

Monitoring and Review
· The monitoring of the standards of the children’s work and of the quality of teaching in Computing is the responsibility of the Head teacher and teaching staff. 
· The Head teacher evaluates the strengths and weaknesses in the subject and indicates areas for further improvement. 
· During the year, the Head teacher when requested has specially-allocated time for carrying out the vital task of reviewing samples of the children’s work and for visiting classes to observe the teaching of Computing.
· The Head teacher will monitor the effectiveness of this policy on a regular basis. The Head teacher will review on the effectiveness of the policy yearly and, if necessary, makes recommendations for further improvements.
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