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Policy on Play
At Harriet House we understand that play is something that a child best enjoys. A child’s play has a purpose and can be a step towards the learning and understanding of valuable skills. It can help the child fit into the world physically, intellectually, emotionally and socially and grow to be a healthy and competent individual.
· The school will provide and continue to develop the outdoor space in order to have free flow indoor/outdoor sessions, incorporating the areas of learning in line with the EYFS.
· The school will endeavour to provide the children with a stimulating environment, where playing and learning go hand in hand. A varied selection of activities will be provided throughout the day, using both indoor and outdoor activities.
· Activities and materials are provided to enable spontaneous and imaginative play and create the ability to play alongside each other.
· Consideration will be taken to ensure that provision is made for children with SEN and abilities.
· Sensorial play; a large variety of different mediums will be made available. These will provide different tactile and imaginative experiences and will encourage expressive language.
· Sand and water will be made available on a regular basis. They provide opportunities to experience scientific and mathematical concepts as well as encouraging social and language development.
· Creative activities are regularly available for the children to access.
· Imaginative play; the school recognises the importance of imaginative play to children and provides rich opportunities to widen the imagination. Various different play settings will be made available. There is also a selection of construction toys which additionally encourage good hand/eye coordination, counting, sorting etc.
· Physical play; a challenging outdoor environment helps develop the children’s large motor skills and spatial awareness.
· Books; a variety of books is available for children to look at and read both under supervision and alone. Children are read to as a group each day.
· Additional equipment; a CD player and musical instruments are available so that in addition to hearing and responding to music children will be encouraged to think about how sounds are produced.
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